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The general design of tne society,as first formed, igd set
forth in the precuble of the rules adopted. This preamble
is prefaced with two verses from tihe Old Yestament,:wud reads
gs follows:

I'reamble.--2irise,shine,for tie light is come,snd
the Glory of the ILord is risen upon thee,-to appant o them
thet wourn in Sion,to give unto Lhem Bewuty for sshes; the
0il of Joy for mourning,the Garaent of Iraise for tne Spirit
of Heaviness; tnat they mighl be called tne Trees of Tignteous-
ness,thne l'lunting of tne Lord,tnet he mignt be gloriflied.
Isaiah 1x,1,sndlxi,3.
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" ‘When we cast our eyes asround snd behold o risinz generation,
the greatest part whereof must live in isuorance,on account of
there being no pluce of instruction near then ,wiere they can

: be proerly educeted: .lso vhen we behold the orphan left

1 forlorn,and the children of indigent parents,growing up uore
like ¢ race of savages than christi:ns,becoming trereb: usec-
less to their country,to society,and tihemselves; we cennot
hely beinz sensible to those tender feolings which the Divine
Beinyg hus impressed on our natures,as 2 spur to prompt us to
lend & helping hend to succor and sesist tre destitute.

Tf we will look into their own bosoms,und consider the gener-
ous se2ds which are there planted,that might,if rightly culti-
vated,emnoble their lives,end moke treir virtues vensrable to
fturity,surely they cannot ,without tears,reflect on tine many
fine geniuses in the remote garts of tinis Strte,who are wntire-.
] 1y buried in oblivion,throuzh lack of educetion.

j ~ Our country eslls, nay the voice ol rseson cries sloud to us,
1o promote knowledge sus the Tirst cement of © state,'nd con-
science insists thet it is our indespensable aunty to instruct
the imorant in tue principles of Chriglisnity, the more effi-
cacious to uo which,- e whose names sre «unexed hersunto,

huve chneerfully eutered into & Cociety, &c,
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